10           THE LIFE AND WORK OB' JOHN  RUSKIN,

Domecq, owner of the Spanish vineyards of Macharnudo,
learning the commercial part of his business in London,
the headquarters of the sherry trade. He admired his
fellow-clerk's capacity so much that, on setting up for
himself, he offered the management of his London branch
to John James Ruskin ; and not only that, but practically
the headship of the firm, since the London agency was
naturally the most important part of the concern. And
so they entered into partnership, about 1809, as Ruskin,
Telford & Domecq; Domecq contributing the sherry,
Mr. Henry Telford the capital, and Ruskin the brains.

He returned home to Edinburgh on a visit, and arranged
marriage with his cousin Margaret if she would wait
for him until he was safely established; and then he set
to work at the responsibilities of creating a new business.
It was a severer task than he had anticipated; for in
course of time his father's health and affairs both went
wrong: he left Edinburgh and settled at Bower's Well,
Perth; ended unhappily, and left a load of debt behind him,
which the son, sensitive to the family honour, undertook
to pay before laying by a penny for himself. It took nine
years of assiduous labour and economy. He worked the
business entirely by himself, The various departments
that most men entrust to others he filled in person, He
managed the correspondence, he travelled for orders, he
arranged the importation, he directed the growers out
in Spain, ,and gradually built up a great business, paid off
his father's creditors, and secured his own competence.

This was not done without sacrifice of health, which
he never recovered; nor without forming habits of over-
anxiety and toilsome minuteness which lasted his life long.
But his business cares were relieved by cultured tastes.                   2					
